New Book Release

Leading Professional
Learning Communities:
Voices from Research
and Practice

This book provides school
leaders with readily acces-
sible information to guide

them in developing a
Professional Learning
Community  (PLC) that
supports  teachers and
students. Dr. Shirley Hord

and Dr. William Sommers
cover how to build a vision

for a PLC, implementing
structures, creating poli-

cies and procedures, and
developing the leadership
skills required for initiating

and sustaining a learning
community.

Each chapter includes
meaningful quotes from

the field, "rocks in the

road" and ways to over-

come them, examples
from real PLCs, and learn-

ing activities to reinforce

chapter content. For more

information on this book,

please go to http://
www.corwinpress.com/
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Texas Education Agency Grade Level Retention in
Texas Public Schools

On November 21, 2007, the Texas Education Agency Divi-
sion of Accountability Research published the new report:
Grade -Level Retention in Texas Public Schools, 2005 -06. The report provides data on retention by student
characteristics, including grade level; ethnicity; gender; degree of English proficiency; and socioeconomic, at

-risk, immigrant, migrant, and overage statuses. Data also are provided by program participation in special

education, career and technical education, gifted and talented, and Title I. In addition, student retention and

promotion data are reported with data on the performance of students in Grades 3 -10 on the Texas Assess-
ment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) and State -Developed Alternative Assessment Il (SDAA II) reading and
mat hematics tests. The report is available electronhttw/al ly o
www.tea.state.tx.us/research/ . Additional information about the reports may be obtained by contacting the

Division of Accountability Research at (512) 475 -3523.

Relevant Classroom Resources

The Public Broadcasting System (PBS) provides Pre -

\ Kindergarten through 12  th grade lesson plans and re-
m— = sources for educators in all core content areas as well as

the arts, library media, early childhood and health education. The information can be accessed at http://

www.pbs.org/teachers/

Intervention Central Website

Intervention Central offers free tools and resources to help

school staff and parents to promote positive classroom

behavior and foster effective learning for all children and
youth. The information can be accessed at http://www.interventioncentral.org/

Texas Comprehensive  Annual Report  of
Texas Public Schools (2007)

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) released the publica-

tion of the 2007 Comprehensive Annual Report on Texas
Public Schools (Publication No. GEO8 601 04) on November 29, 2007. The Comprehensive Annual Report
describes the status of Texas public education, as required by Texas Education Code §39.182.

This report contains an executive summary and 15 chapters on the following topics: state performance on

the academic excellence indicators; student performance on the state performance assessments and a study

of the correlation between course grades and state assessments; students in alternative education settings;
performance of students at risk of dropping out of school; student dropouts; grade -level retention of stu-
dents; district and campus performance in meeting state accountability standards; status of the curriculum;

deregulation and waivers; school district expenditures and staff hours used for direct instructional activities;

district reporting requirements; TEA funds and expenditures; performance of open -enrollment charters on
the academic excellence indicators, accountability measures, and student performance, in comparison to the
performance of school districts; character education programs; and student health and physical activity.

The report is available on the TEA website http://www.tea.state.tx.us/reports/ . If you have questions, please
contact the Texas Education Agencybo6s Department of Assessm
(512) 475 -3523.

Pew Study: English fluency rises dramatically in
second generation Hispanics

Although foreign born Hispanics may struggle to speak
English well, 88% of their children are fluent and 94% of
subsequent generations speak English fluently while losing most of their Spanish, according to a four -year
series of Pew Hispanic Center surveys of more than 14,000 adult Hispanics in the United States. The entire
report can be accessed at the Pew Hispanic Center website at http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?



