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High School Graduation Requirements Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQ)

The State Board of Educator Certification (SBOEC)
adopted rules further clarifying the requirements in TAC
Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter F,
Graduation Requirements, at its November 2007 meeting. The revised graduation requirements in Sub-
chapter F reflect the addition of a fourth credit of math and a fourth credit of science to the Recom-
mended High School Program (RHSP) and the Distinguished Achievement Program (DAP) as man-
The Strategic Teacher: Select- dated in Housel Bill 1. Implementation of the new graduation requirements is required beginning in
ggatt:;y Z?Etvei,ei:;hn -Based  school year 2007-08, and is applicable to students entering ninth grade this year. The amendments to

Subchapter F change the number of credits required for graduation under the RHSP and DAP from 24
This book dellvers reliable, high- 4 26 TEA has posted an FAQ addressing changes to these graduation requirements.

impact, flexible teaching and
learning strategies grounded in ) ) ) .
current, highly regarded research I you wish to view the FAQ document, please go to the following website address:
to teachers at all levels of experi-

ence. The organizational format of - y\wyy tea. state. tx.us/taa/stanprog120607.html

the book uses a visual profile to
help teachers plan for different
teaching and learning styles within
their classrooms. For more infor-
mation on this book, please go to

http://www.ascd.org/

Special News:

Unconventional Student Schedules
Keeps Kids in School

Houston Independent School District is offering alterna-
When you step into a turnaround . . tjve schedu!es to high school students in order to keep
shuation, you can safely assume kids from dropping out. Eighteen year old Angelina Banda is a mother of two children, works at Home
o thesad paople are naiway  D€POt and attends classes in the school district. Without this flexible program she would have had to quit
out the door; and the slackers are  gttending school. If you would like additional information regarding this program, please go to the follow-

hiding " -Nina Disesa, ing Houston Chronicle website address for additional information about the program:

Quote of the Month

Website of the Month www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/metropolitan/5374268.html

Twenty First Century Skills

Website Video Games with a Social Consciousness

The focus of the website is that

every child in America needs 21 Researchers at New York's Parsons Design School are
century knowledge and skills to partnering with MTV, Microsoft and a $450,000 MacAr-
succeed as effective ~citizens, thur Foundation grant to develop video games aimed at

workers and leaders. The web-  aducating and raising social consciousness. One example of this virtual reality has the students take
siteds mission i srebydrisiility fot &'rural family of five in Haiti including decisions about what is wise to purchase within a
rative partnerships among educa-  cartain monthly budget allowance. For more information on this project go to the Games for Change
tion, - business, community and -y ahsita: hitp://www.gamesforchange.orq

government leaders in order to
develop these core 21 century TASA Mid-Winter Session: High School
skills - Redesign for the Muddy Boot Educator

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org.
Dr. Michael Laird has been in the trenches and moved

Contact us: his high school campus from Academically Unaccept-
able to Acceptable. Dr. Thomas Price (as superinten-
dent) moved several of his schools from Acceptable to Recognized. They shared techniques for inte-
133 N. Friendswood Dr. grating curriculum, instructional, and formative assessment data as well as effective monitoring into a
cohesive program based on sound research-based practices. The focus of the session was rapid, suc-
cessful, academic improvement. They provided real world suggestions based on their experiences.
Friendswood, TX 77546 This redesign process will support every high school that is moving from Academically Acceptable to
Recognized or Recognized to Exemplary and has implications for all schools PK-12. For more informa-

tion you can contact Dr. Michael Laird at mlaird@splendoraisd.org
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Athletes Endanger Health To Impress
College Recruiters

The Journal of the American Medical Association and
the Journal of Pediatrics studies have raised red flags
about weight problems related to high school football

RAGROUP.ORG players that are much greater than male adolescent counterparts. There is a growing concern that high
school football players are endangering their long-term health for the short-term gains of attracting col-
866.892.4142 lege recruiters. If you want more information on the topic, go to the Boston Globe article at the following

website address:

http://www.boston.com/news/education/higher/articles/2007/11/30/putting_on_weight for football glory/
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