Book Release:

Differentiated Instructional
Management: Work Smarter
Not Harder by Carolyn Chap-
man This comprehensive
resource presents guidelines
and strategies teachers can
easily implement to organ-
ize, plan, and manage class-
rooms that are customized
for all learners. There are a
wealth of management tips
and ready -to-use tools to
help teachers support the
individual learning styles and
diverse needs of all students.
For info:

http://www.corwinpress.com

Quote of the Month

The three great essentials to
achieve anything worth while
are, first, hard work; second,
stick -to-itiveness; third,
common sense."

-Thomas Edison

Website of the Month
Edutopia

Edutopia was developed by
the George Lucas Foundation
and provides innovative
information for Kindergarten

through 12 ™ grade practitio-

ners and focuses on the use
of technology in the class-
room. The information is free
and there are many
downloadable activities and
projects for teachers to use.
You can also subscribe to a
free magazine and website
updates.

http://www/edutopia.org/
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The 12th Annual Education Week Quality Counts
State Rating Reports

Texas was average with a C when compared to the other

49 states in its overall performance grade. Some of the
factors that negatively i mpacted
cluded a lower number of high school graduates than the

national average, a lower median household income than the national average and only 35.7 percent of kids

in Texas had at least one parent with a postsecondary degree. Texas needs more students to graduate from

high school that are ready for college and careers. Texas' rankings on education policy and performance as

compared to the other 49 states include the following:

12th: How well the K -12 education system is connected to early childhood education, higher educa-
tion and preparing students for employment.

13th:  K-12 achievement. The state had the second -highest gains in eighth  -grade math scores in the
nation.

21st: On standards, assessments and accountability.

23rd:  On efforts to improve teaching. Texas falls short in discouraging out -of -field teaching and in

providing strong salaries and incentives.

36th: In providing opportunities for success to students. The state ranked 48th last year.
40th:  On school finance. Texas spends $7,687 per student, more than $1,200 less than the national
average.

For more info:  http://www.edweek.org/media/ew/gc/2008/18shr.tx.h27.pdf

Comic Books Provide an Instructional Tool for

Struggling Readers

ool |Re|eva Nnce

For students who are struggling with literacy skills and Eng-
lish-language skills, comic books may provide a way to
engage these students in the classroom. Mr. Michael Bitz,
founded the Columbia University Teachers College Comic
Book Project that has been working with over eight hundred schools in the Maryland area. There are educa-

tors that feel that this is not an appropriate form of literature for students to learn how to read; however,
proponents note that struggling readers are more open to read comics because they are not so intimidating

to the students, and the panels are sequenced which provides them with visual cues as well. For more info:
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/26/education/26comics.html?ref=education

Drop -Out Prevention Program that Promotes

Academics and Real World Experience

The program is called Project COFFEE and the majority of
the students in the program have experienced serious
drug problems with many of them facing a courtroom
judge, jail or drug treatment programs. Project COFFEE
has the students take academic classes in the morning with no more than eight students in working groups
and do real world work in the neighborhood surrounding the school in the afternoon. One of the benefits of
the program is a mentoring program that is a requirement of being part of Project COFFEE. For more info:
http://www/nea.org/neatoday/0801/dropout.html

For two years, the R * Group has out performed all other
Texas High School Redesign Providers, Combined!
- Dr. Michael Laird

Campuses that are now acceptable (2007)

R*: 17 1 0 (100%)
All Others: 12 - 3 (80%)
Campuses that have exceeded average performance improvement for Texas (2007 TAKS)

10 " Grade ELA

R*: 12/17 (71%)
All Others: 9/15 (60%)

10" Grade Science

14/17 (82%)
11/15 (73%)

10 " Grade Math

13/16 (81%)
12/15 (80%)

Average percentage point improvement (2007 TAKS)
10™ Grade ELA 10™ Grade Math 10 ™ Grade Science

R*: 17.35 13.86 12.23
All Others: 12.13 11.80 15
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