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United States Voters Highly Concerned About
Preparing Students for the 21 st Century
The Partnership for 21 ' Century Skills has released a
national poll of United States voters about what stu-

The Jossey -Bass Reader on the Brain i dents need to know when they complete their high

and Leaming school education. Approximately sixty -six percent of
the U.S. voters noted that students need to know more than just reading, writing and arithmetic to be

successful in the adult world.

Book Release:

This book provides an accessible overview

of recent brain research and contains

valuable insights into how students learn The other shocking component in this survey was that eighty -eight percent of the U.S. voters polled

and how we should teach them. There are believe students are il  -equipped in critical thinking, problem -solving and communication skills. If you
thirty -six chapters with five distinctive would like additional information about this United States poll, please go to the following website ad-

areas of discussion including the following: dress: http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/top -news/news -by -subject/research/?i=50114

1 An overview of the brain

1 The brain -based learning debate

Student s Lack Abil ity t o Thi nk ar
Strategically & Effectively

1 Memory, cognition, and
intelligence Even though students manipulate computers and other
= technology with an amazing level of proficiency and skill,
1 Emotional and social foundations e Komats most students lack the critical thinking skills necessary to
effectively research online and use research information online effectively.
1 The arts
This information is based on an ETS evalwuation of 6,300 stud
1 When the brain works differently given literacy -based scenario assessments that required them to delve into research and create a database, a
spreadsheet and summaries of research findings. Students had to identify what research sources were useful,
If you would like information on how to order manage large amounts of data and determine what was needed and finally communicate the important com-
this book, please go to the Jossey Bass ponents of that information in the study. Only forty - percent of the students entered more than one term into
website at the following address: http:// h . t h data for th . lati . d ly fort f t tuall leted
Www.losseybass.com/WileyCDA/ a search engine to research data for the simulation scenario and only forty -four percent actually complete
WileyTitle/productCd - 0787962414.html the scenario with the level of rigor required by the study.
Quote of the Month If you would like further information on the e -School News article, please review the following website link:
Long shots do come in, and hard work, http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/top -news/index.cfm?i=42042&CFID=948363&CFTOKEN=34204738

dedication and perseverance will overcome
almost any prejudice and open almost any
door.”

Pew Internet Study Findings on Adults and Student

-~ John H. JOth'OE . Technology Use
publisher

Website of the Month The Pew Internet & American Life Project report found that
adults are struggling with the fast paced changes occur-

Texas Education Agency ring in the communication world with blogs, Face Book, My
Space and all the alternatives that students have now. An

National Center for Educational example is that three in ten teens have blogged while only eight percent of adults have done it. This sets up a

huge communication gap between adults and students. If you would like additional information regarding this

Education Week story, please go to the following website address:

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2008/02/11/51186ztechsavvyteens_ap.html?tmp=1675027871ng

Outcomes (NCEO)

The NCEO website provides national

leadership in the participation of students
with disabilities in national and state

assessments, standards  -setting _efforts, Texas Education Agency Best Practices Clearinghouse

and graduation requirements. There are The Texas Education Agency (TEA) has established on
links to free publications related to stu- online clearinghouse related to best practices established by
dents with disabilites that can be high performing, exemplary districts, and charter schools in
downloaded as well as a wealth of related a wide variety of topics including instruction, dropout pre-
websites that you may be interested in vention, public school finance and resource allocation. The
reviewing. If you would like additional goal is to provide research  -based practices that are specific and accessible to schools and the public. There
information on this website, please go to are also website links to other national and state resources that can be accessed from this website address.

the following link: If you would like additional information on this topic, please refer to the following Texas Education Agency

hitp://cehd.umn.edu/nceo/ Best Practices Clearinghouse website address: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/bestprac/
Contact us:

Principal ds New Support System: Ti me
The R4 Group Instruction

133 N. Friendswood Dr. There is a new leadership model being piloted in some
school districts across the country, where principals are

Suite 120 . . - :
freed up to focus on instruction and districts hire managers
Friendswood, TX 77546 to handle the day to day operations related to the facilities, cafeteria, transportation and other managerial
tasks. These individuals may be hired from the business sector instead of the educational arena. If principals
RAGROUP.ORG are to be instructional leaders, this may be a model for the future. If you would like additional information on

the topic, please go to the Education Week website at the following website address:
866.892.4142

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2008/02/13/23sam_ep.h27.html?tmp=669203629
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