lssue 7 JUuLY 2008

The R * Monthly Informer

Book Release:

Less Is More: Teaching Litera-

ture with Short Texts -Grades 6 -

12 by Kimberly Hill Campbell

This book draws on research as
well as her own classroom experi-
ences to show how short texts
engage a wide range of middle and
high school students. She shares
her discovery of the power of short
texts to support her students' skills
as readers, writers, and students of
literature. She also shows how
short texts can be integrated into
the curriculum, without sacrificing
required novels. Chapters examine
different genres of short text, such
as short stories, essays, memoir,
and graphic novels. Each chapter
provides reading, writing, and
response strategies as well as a
broad selection of short text re-
sources that have proven effective
with a wide range of students.

If you would like information on
how to order this book, please go
to the Stenhouse Publishers web-
site at the following address:
http://www.stenhouse.com/

productcart/pc/viewPrd.asp?

idproduct=9093&r=sb080204

Quote of the Month

Technology is just a tool. In terms
of getting the kids working to-
gether and motivating them, the
teacher is the most important.”

-- Bill Gates

Microsoft Corp. co -founder

Website of the Month

Response to Intervention
Action Network

Response to Intervention is a
hot topic of discussion across
the country and this website
provides information about
what is happening across the
country with RTI in Pre
Kindergarten through high
school programs. If you
would like additional informa-
tion on this website, please
go to the following link:

http://www.rtinetwork.org/
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Response to Intervention (RTI): The Realities of
Implementing an Effective Program

RTI requires a whole new way of thinking about proac-
tively serving students in general education. RTI provides
a layered system of universal general education supports
for students followed by small group interventions and finally one on one instructional support systems and if

all this does not work, there may be a consideration for referral to special education services. If you would

like more information about what schools are doing with this topic, please go to the following website ad-

dress http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2008/01/23/20rti.h27.html?tmp=935664036

Teacherds Need Technology Training
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A report from the United Nations Educational, Scientific,

and Cultural Organization found that worldwide teachers

need more technology skills acquisition in order to be able

to integrate these skills with lessons, lectures and hands -on
activities. The recommendation is for professional development to support these efforts and more information

about the article can be found at the following website link
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http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2008/01/16/19report -1.h27.html?tmp=1999073679

Communities in Schools Meets Needs of Families so
Students Focus on School

There is no question that if families can have their basic
needs met such as having food to feed their families, medi-
cal when they need it and support and education in job skills training and finding work than our students can
focus on school. Communities in Schools (CIS) is a non - profit organization in 27 states and in several school
districts in Texas including Houston ISD and Alief ISD. If you would like additional information on the work
that the organization does, please go to the following website address:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp -dyn/content/article/2007/12/09/AR2007120901474.html?hpid=topnews

Boys Organizational Skills Impede Academic Progress

There are tutoring programs to teach adolescent boys how

to learn and maintain organizational skills that improves

their educational success. For whatever reason, adolescent

boys struggle and have more difficult than girls with multi -
tasking and keeping up with homework and studying in high school. If you would like additional information

on this topic, please go to the following website address

http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/01/01/america/01boys.php

What Qualities Make Up an Effective Math Instructor?

There is no question that the individual has to have a

strong foundation and understanding of the math content

and how to present that to students to make sense of it;

however, the research reveals that there is no strong corre-
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slightly stronger correlation for high school mathematics instructors. If you would like additional information
on this article please go to the following website link

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2008/04/02/31math_ep.h27.html?tmp=397584437
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