
 

Accommodations and Modifications for Special Edu-
cation Students  

Educators are always looking for ways to better accommo-
date and serve our special education students. This 
Wrightslaw document provides a four page guide to ac-

commodations and modifications for special education students in a wide variety of areas. If you would like 
additional information, please go to the following website link:   

http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/fape.accoms.mods.pdf  
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Book Release:     

Put Thinking to the Test by Lori L. Conrad, 

Missy Matthews, Cheryl Zimmerman and 
Patrick A. Allen  

The authors of the book show how students can 
use background knowledge, mental images, 

synthesizing, monitoring, inferring, questioning, 

and determining of importance to understand 
the genre of tests and to think through the 

problems they are given. Instead of engaging in 
artificial and disconnected activities to cram for 

upcoming tests, students learn skills and 
strategies that will serve them throughout their 

school careers and beyond.  

Presenting numerous classroom vignettes 

featuring students in grades 3 ï8, Put Thinking 

to the Test  includes: examples of the direct 

application of thinking strategy instruction to 

test taking; actual work samples from lessons 

used with students; additional lesson ideas that 

go beyond the teaching described in the vi-

gnettes; detailed anchor charts; background on 

how the authors came to understand this work 

so that a staff, team,    or individual teacher can 

apply these concepts in their own school setting.  

If you would like additional information about 

this book, please go to the following website 

link: http://www.stenhouse.com/productcart/pc/

viewPrd.asp?dproduct=9113&r=sb080422  

  

Quote of the Month  

The man who does not work for the love of work 

but only for money is not likely to make money 
nor find much fun in life."  

-- Charles M. Schwab ,  
American industrialist  

Website of the Month  

National Association of State Directors of 

Special Education (NASDSE)  

NASDSE is pleased to announce  that two 

documents in its Response to Intervention (RtI) 

Blueprint  series are available for free download 

and/or purchase of print copies.  The two 
Blueprints , Response to Intervention Blue-

prints for Implementation: District Level 
and Response to Intervention Blueprints for 

Implementation: School Building Level , 

provide step -by -step implementation guidelines, 
resources and tips from RtI implementers with 

many years of experience. The Blueprints  are 
intentionally designed to provide a framework 

around which RtI implementation can be built.  

To download a free copy of the District Level 

Blueprint , click here .  

To download a  free copy of the School Building 
Level Blueprint , click here.  If you would like 

additional information on this website, please go 
to the following link: http://www.nasdse.org/  

Cosmetics and Science Class for Girls  

The Museum of Science in New York is offering middle 
school girls a course in the chemistry of cosmetics and 
working with them to design their own cosmetics in an ef-
fort to get them interested in science. If you would like 

additional information on this New York Times article, please go to the following website address:  

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/27/fashion/27skin.html?
_r=1&ex=1364356800&en=bfaa1b73847b28ed&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss&oref=slogin  

Going Beyond  the Academic Curriculum: Real World 
Application to Life  

A private school in Los Angeles teaches students the four 
core academic content; however they also teach students 

about the importance of financial planning, how to plan a vacation and everyday issues that impact them 
beyond the classroom. If you would like additional information on this topic, please go to the following web-
site address:  

http://articles.latimes.com/2008/jan/02/local/me -vistamar2  

Small Class Size Does Not Guarantee Closing Achieve-
ment Gap  

There has been a great deal of discussion that smaller class 
size benefits everyone. This study found that smaller class 
size helps high achieving students; however, it is not bene-

ficial for lower achieving student. This study looked at seventy -nine schools and examined what impact 
smaller class size has on student learning. If you want additional information on the Washington Post article, 
please go to the following website address:  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2008/03/09/AR2008030901494.html  

Texas Education Agency 2007 Snapshot Reports  

The Texas Education Agency Snapshot Report provides an 
overview of public education in Texas at the state level and 
for each public school district. Up to 90 items of data for 
each district can be browsed or downloaded for the 2006 -

07 school year. Summary tables provide district information in some common categories, and a peer search 
function permits grouping districts according to shared characteristics. Snapshot 2008  will be available in the 
spring of 2009. If you would like additional information, please go to the following website link:  

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/perfreport/snapshot/index.html  
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